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2022 News, Information, Thanks, and Opportunities 

====================================== 
 

Volunteers + Donations + Hard Work = A Successful Historical Society 
 
Since 1980, a hardworking group of volunteers, using generous donations of money and historic 

items of all types, has constructed the amazing MAHLS facility.  
 

In 2022, we welcomed record numbers of visitors of all ages to our campus to experience the 
many things to see and do both inside and outside.  
 

In addition to our volunteers and donations, Nature shone brightly on us as well this season. Of 
the (23) Fridays our Mars Shortline Railroad operated, and 12 private parties we hosted, we did 

not have one single rainout!!!  
 
Our visitors log indicates we had many hundreds of visitors this 2022 season from all over 

Western Pa, many other states, as well as several countries around the world.  
 

So how does all this happen? 
 

It takes a large team of dedicated volunteers to prepare for the arrival of visitors every Friday, 
to operate the train, assist visitors as needed, maintain a well stocked Gift Shop, and keep our 
volunteers fueled at break time each Friday. 

  
Then in addition, these same volunteers, using many different skills, build new exhibits, perform 

maintenance on buildings and exhibits around our campus, accept and catalog new historic 
donations, and in 2022 they put the finishing touches on our new 840 sq. ft. Maintenance Shop 
addition.  

 
Behind the scenes, our Society Officers and Archivists keep the Society operating as in any 

successful business, as well as maintain our historical archives to “Preserve Yesterday for 
Today and Tomorrow”, as our mission statement says. Other volunteers keep our Social 
Media connections open with the public. 

 
It is important to note that not only is MAHLS open on the above mentioned 23 Fridays when the 

train is running, but we are also open to visitors all other Fridays of the year, to tour our 
museums, browse our historical archives, check out a 1920s caboose and 1935 switcher-type 
locomotive, and visit our gift shop. 
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HAVING FUN AND WORKING HARD IN 2022 AT MAHLS  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
                            
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Learning how to use a Rotary Phone and an 
Electric Typewriter, at interactive displays in 
the Communication Room of our Train Station 
Museum. 

 
 

Graeter’s Ice Cream truck was very      
popular on 9 Fridays this season. 
 

 

Great costumes and lots of smiles at a 
Preschool Halloween Party on our   
campus in October. 
 

   

The MAHLS Gift Shop, with the largest stock 
of Mars gift items on the planet. Operated by 
volunteer Mary Jo Phillips. 
 

 
 

                                                                                                         
  Watching & Listen-

ing to videos of live 
Steam Locomotives 
in the Freight Room 
of the Train Station. 
 

 
 

Ringing the train 
bell on the actual 
size  Locomotive 
display.  
 

 

We appreciate donations of all Mars Histori-
cal Items, as well as Historically Significant 
Items. 
 
Below are 3 of the many generous donations 
we received and were carefully restored by 
MAHLS volunteers in 2022. 
 
    Caboose lamp                    Railroad Track Signal lamps 
            ▼       ▼               ▼ 
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Having fun and standing room only at the 
Toy Train Table between train rides in the 
Swaney Pavilion. 

 

Even pets like to ride on our Mars Shortline Railroad. 
 

    

The Mars Shortline Railroad brings smiles to everyone’s faces. 
  

                

Our MAHLS volunteers work hard and then they take a break 
to get refueled with Judy’s yummy pastries. 

     

In September the 
MAHLS Volunteers 
and families get   
together for a Picnic 
Dinner and           
relaxation. 
 

A Mars Mystery – How and When did Mars  
become Mars ? 
In our MAHLS archives, we have many writ-
ten histories of Mars. However, we don’t 
have any documents, original maps, or pic-
tures describing who actually “ laid out ” the 
town and named the streets, and when.  
If anyone has any information that might help 
to answer these questions, we would be de-
lighted to talk to you. 
Please contact Bob Lang at 412 445 8197, or 
email at marshistory@gmail.com. Thank you ! 

HAVING FUN AND WORKING HARD IN 2022 AT MAHLS-contd.  

Playing King of the Mountain 
on a stone pile. There’s just no 

end of things to do at the 
MAHLS Campus 
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Where to Look 
 
 

As you travel east on Rt. 228 toward Rt.8, you pass the Mars High School, and then Quality 
Gardens nursery and greenhouses on the left. Shortly after the greenhouses, the road begins to 

enter a deep valley. Glade Run Creek runs through this valley.  
 
As Rt.228 descends into the valley, it enters into a wide sweeping bend to the right (E-SE).  

For many decades, this bend in the road has been called “Ball’s Bend”. This name comes from 
a large farm that was situated in the valley, owned by the Ball family. The Ball family raised 

award winning Hereford cattle on this farm in the 1950s and 1960s. The farm actually consisted 
of three farm houses and barns within the valley because the farm was owned by three “Ball 

family” brothers. 
 
What is unique about this valley in 2022, is that due to new road construction on Rt. 228 there 

are actually three “Ball’s Bends” now in the valley. Now that the leaves have fallen off the 
trees, all three bends can be seen. 

 
Some History 

 

The original road from Mars to Rt. 8 was called “Cooperstown Rd “ (Pa. Rt.10010) on old maps. 
It actually followed a Native American Trail from centuries ago. The road began in Mars on what 

is now called Brickyard Rd. 
As Cooperstown Rd. descended into the Glade Run Creek Valley, it followed the contours of the 
valley, sweeping first left (N-E) along the west side of the valley, then curving sharply right (E) 

as it crossed Glade Run over an iron bridge, and completing the curve (S-E) as it first came to 
the intersection of Davis and Forsythe Roads. It then turned right and followed the contour of 

the east side of the valley, and on to the Cooperstown area. This part of Cooperstown Rd. in the 
Glade Run Valley eventually came to be known as “Balls Bend”. 
 

Back to 2022: (also see photos on adjacent page) 
 

Heading West on Rt. 228 toward Mars, just after passing Davis Rd., Ball’s Bend #1 and the old 
iron bridge over Glade Run can actually be seen as you pass slowly along Rt. 228 (preferably on 
a Sunday when traffic is light). It appears in the tree line along the north end of an open field.  

 
Ball’s Bend #2 on Rt. 228, is the current road that you drive on as you drive through the Glade 

Run valley. Glade Run flows thru a culvert pipe tunnel under Rt. 228. 
 
Ball’s Bend #3 will be the new road and bridge currently under construction in the Glade Run 

valley. 
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Something interesting is taking place in the Mars Area in 2022 and 2023. 
 

It mixes old history, current history, and new history…. all in one place. 

 



 

BALL’S BENDS and BRIDGES over GLADE RUN - in PICTURES 

Above 11/2022 photo shows how the old Cooperstown Rd passed 
diagonally, just in front of the Ball farm house and barn, down to the 
bend and crossed the iron bridge. Glade Run is in the foreground along 
the edge of the field.  

The picture at right is a close-up of the old iron bridge still standing in 
2022. 
Note: The farm house is no longer owned by the Ball family.   
       

 

 
 
 
Left photo taken by Phil Norton, 
looking West toward Mars - 2022.    
 
 
 
    
   Old Ball’s Bend & Bridge           
    
     
     Current Ball’s Bend   
     
      New Ball’s Bend & Bridge 
 
     Glade Run                       

 

 
 
 
Photos below and right from George Ball archives. 
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                          MARS AREA 
     HISTORY & LANDMARKS SOCIETY   
            (MAHLS) -  A 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization - 

  

           “Preserving Yesterday for Today and Tomorrow” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MONETARY donations provide us with the means to operate and serve visitors, as well  
                   as permit us to grow our Society with new projects. Monetary donations 

  can be in the form of once a year, recurring during a year, and / or  
  planned in a will or trust. 

 
VOLUNTEER time and effort keeps our campus open, beautiful, and growing. 

           

MARS AREA HISTORICAL ARTIFACT donations permit us to succeed in our mission of 
                                                             “Preserving Yesterday for Today and Tomorrow” 

           

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT donations help us to show visitors what life and times  
                                                were like in years past. 

 
YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS help us financially as well as support our mission.  

 
  

  DID YOU KNOW: That you can also donate to the 

  Mars Historical Society when you shop at 

  AMAZON… at NO cost to you ? 

  CHECK IT OUT AT: smile.amazon.com 

 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(MAHLS is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization No.724119 Contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.) 

 

DONATION Mailing address: PO Box 58, Mars, Pa. 16046            Phone: 724-272-9588    

DONATION location: #1 Brickyard Road, Mars, Pa. 16046            Email: marshistory@gmail.com 
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No matter what method you chose in 2022, and choose in 2023, the Mars Area 
History and Landmarks Society “Appreciates Your Most Valued Support”  

THANK YOU! 
 

It is impossible to find appropriate words to describe the importance of what 
DONATIONS mean to the Mars Area History & Landmarks Society. 
 

Put simply, without continuous DONATIONS of all kinds as listed below, the 
exiting things shown in the pictures on pages 2 and 3 would cease to exist. 
 

All donations are important to MAHLS, no matter in which order they are 
listed. 
 

mailto:marshistory@gmail.com
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